
The SCTA - The early days.é. 
 

R&R member Claude Clayton searched his 

archives for this picture at right, and flogged 

his memory for the story.  A group of So-Cal 

racing enthusiasts from seven car clubs had 

formed a racing association, the Southern 

California Timing Association (SCTA), back 

in 1937.  It held its first official speed trial at 

Muroc Dry Lake in 1938. 

 

But, it was just after WWII that the ñhot rodò 

movement really got its wheels turning and 

gained legitimacy.  GIs returning from ñthe 

war to end all warsò were seeking excitement, 

and they found it in the ñhop upò and racing 

of what was dominantly Fords since some 

General Motors genius decided that there was 

no future in building Chevrolet V8s when 

they dumped their first try after 1917. 
 

The First Annual Hot Rod Exposition was held in 1948 at the National 

Guard Armory in Los Angeles.  The show was organized by Wally 

Parks and the SCTA.  Wally, of course, is best remembered for going 

on to organize the National Hot Rod Association in 1951.   
 

Claudeôs picture above is from the very first Hot Rod Magazine, 

which was in fact the program made for the Exposition.  Ads were 

sold to whomever wanted a vendor display at the show and copies 

were sold on the steps outside the Armory.  The show featured some 

of the best designed and engineered cars belonging to the SCTAôs 700 

members.  Claude Claytonôs roadster was supposed to be included in 

the above picture, but he didnôt recall why it wasnôté..  Must have 

been all that memory floggingé..                           Editor 
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